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TET "-:'ElT;~IV:C - Q}~~:'.TIOF ImF;FOLl~ VIC"''''''',y

\- Je.nue.ry 1968 to 30 April 1968)

Th~ e.'rly pext of 1968 will long be remembered in Vietnmn. Enemy troops
sto.ged their ere~test offensive of the long war in th~ fir~t +.womo~th3 of the
n""\!y"2.:':. Oi1Cof the hott.est e~1dmost contested €Xe2.Sin tLe c:ot"ntry ~.,e.sQ"lr.IDg

rTg.~.:;' City, in the Forthern portion of the 174th AviF.t.tcmCOmlJ~nJ'·rsa::'ee of
C'pOl :· luns.

T'.ae Sh2.:rk(UH-IC) gt~ships end the Dolphin (UH-lD) slic1~s of t.he 17.4.th,,!e:re
repee.t.cc'.lJ' r·.'.llcd u.pon to p.l1:. fo!·th their gre;;:.test effort to repel V:1.ntConr; t'':~~'
iT .V.A. offendves. On 31 je'.nttcXYE'.T, e.p:J,o:~:.mc.t~ly0502 hours, the pri.I'lt!.ry-Sh.<.J."l;
[~:"l:::: :'.'1 t,ee.D1i-!<'.3serr'TI!bledto ~tl':-.ngY·g;:.iC~.ty • 170R...•:;;;el DoerSCJT1. 2.nd 1'1:;'"pi :.:)'1;
to ;,i ~.h2.e].l-;s.~::!l:J,f::>~:.nc:e. b2.ttc.liol1 s:i.zed Hnemyunit .J.3:J try~.;1·: to f)' rrC'l'nd tb::J
t:1C V· .;1·tN[~.:.i;~irf·.~ld en the 1 est s5de of thiJ '-'i.~J'. '[':1eene:.:y trouT"<;r..~.c'l.F~ •..•

r(:~.c.~jrc'.·O'rrl'..'12.n A:LN trr.~.!ling ce.IDp,occ.tlpie,d the hosp'i·i:z.l and t1iE.~8d n;.11'lL<31·~,,·,$
F1Chlic ):·'.lEllings.

On its j.niti::-.l rt!!l, the lee.d Shexk took severd hits fro!!! aX.tomatic I:'.nd
~mall C:tLS f:re. Tlle 8p.col1d3hr.rk, fJo\:n by ~;o (;h::-l"Js i::iller €.nd 1-:0DE.n~Tt.(')n
JfJr.c1G:::'~.T:i'lCp;:.sses 2.t t~1Che2viest con·;:e:ntr·:t.ion of ene;I:jTfire on t~,e Crc.XJ.'(c.ci
;'J.so 1.;·0\ numero1.1.Shits. kfter me.nyp.'8ses r.t 'i:hc still pO<7':dyillt:U'J l:CtF!Cr-:,leM,V

t'rF;;d.s, .i:~becWl..:)2.ppc·rent thr.t more fi:::-epo\lcr \I,~.S l1ee3.3S2=1'cnC' the ei"';:onC:c..7
,$'L.r.:::' •.p term W2.Sscromblec. The secoae: te2.1Jlled by (;,:t. TbOTl2.S10C'C'~"wes b:-';...,;"..
,"\ liS the Drir:7l'Y teeD! and the grot:nC' co=rncer. The g:r01.' .•':.d CClIl.'T2.nd(;(' 1C'p,~rtcd
tr.e.t the Sotlth1.led co:cner of the perimeter \!as undor he2.vy p'['~ss'''L'e 1:\ G. ~:J2.tO!,n
siz-eel V.C. force t'.sing mortors u"'lQ.c.t"tom·:tic lIee.pons. Cpt. "':)00s Clirec'~,ec:1::1.0
~"2];1. 0n pc-.sses on the design,-tp-cl 2ree. and gredly relieved the presst'Xe U.c);a.
,:t tr.is time, the Sh·-r!;:s \lere e~iverted to the OVOrr1.'ll~:.::::'Vlitr"'inin6 c.'n'.i?, leE.\'­
ill:~ the' sotlth'lestern perimeter to a set of Air FOTeefighters •

.iJ.'ter 'the seconc."ry te("m Ir.2Ceone .p.:ss on t::..otri.iri.:i1;.Gcrm~~,wO DoGrSf.1Jl
(1x~'ived .lith his priI"2.ry te2lJ1on st:tion. A fifth Sh::-.rlclE.C re::,Jli:'cedone of
the 8h2rks th,t hed oriGinally been on the prjm2~' t8cE, becaTI~e it w~s d2IT£ged
tOQ b2.dly to rehrn immedictely. Dne to the ':h",rl~f5.repmTer the Grounc:;.troops
"Tere 2.ble to retd e the trcininr.; cr.D1)e.ne~the Sh2.rks vere c.ole to lend sl'!.pJ:C'rt
to numerous srne.ller 1x.ttles thz.t had brol:en out throt1.ghoTItthe city.

Thc.nks to e. st'.perht'm2.n1Ili:inten211ce effort by the !'.OSthT. C. DetE"ch;J1f)i1.t,the
17::th gt'.nships ret1.'~ned for mission c.ftf)r mission oVer.th<) b~l?:-.g"_:cred·C'it~·'. One
of thc Sh2.rlcs took 22 hits dtTing the dt.~r G:l1G.e!lother th.:..t i-Ie.sgrO'tmc1edearly
in the fightin~ 1~t3r rett:F.ned only to receive bight ~re hits.

~t Sl'llset the city retvIned to friendly hc:nds; 367 enemy hed been confirmed
killed l1ith 238 of them crcG.itec1 to the 174th ships. Lie five Sh:rks he.d f1.o,·/t}

2. totd of 34 hOtTS end td~::l1 33 hits. Lespite the hecvy 2nd. acct!.n..L~"'namy
fire t; ..e 1''-4th sl':f:::ereo.no injt'Xies. The Sh:..1'1:swere highly praised by the
i:morie<:n 2.dvisors, 2:le1.crec1ited .;1.th preventing :::.cornplc,te overrun of the hlo
m:.jor stron;;;hoks protecti."'l::!;the district hee.c.quarters of Ql.v·ngNg;"i Province.

In order to mc:.intdn the moment= he hE.dgoinS' d.•..rlng the Tot Of.fensive, the
ener,:y n"eded to obtt.in f.rms c:.ndD.InI!!1..IDitionbe.c1ly. The 174th w,s instn:.mente.J.
in ;,elrins to stop thc flO\-; on this supp.lY on 2~' 'F.cbr-.1.·ry.At ?2.30 hot'TS thd
night t.he Dolphin fLre ship \l2.S alerted for c. possib13 scre.mble. mission. A
Fev:r r2cl".r t.ircr2.ft hr.d spotted [\ ~orrn:m..'nisttr()ller on its ra.dr.r screen. The
troller Wi:S loe ted c.ppro~:ir:ctely seven milcs northec.st Oj~1:uc ?ho. At 0100
h'JtTS the fl2.re ship 2.nC.2. Shale g1:l1ship te<:m\Iere scrc.mbled to t:'e fxe2.• v.:hen

the 171:.th ships ,:.rri'lzcJ. on the scene, l:c.vy S\!iftboc:.ts h2.cJ.dready tr.ken the
enomy vessel mc.er fire. The fl-re ship imL'ec.Ltel;jr st rtee'. ilJ.l.'Iminding the
are2. 2.no the Sh,-.rl:s rollee:' in with !J1~ni-gt'.ns~~d 2.75 inch roc!~ets. The enent"
troller t~rew np ~.wJ.l of 12.7,. mz.chinegt'll fire btlt dt".eto the combined efforts
of the S.~ftbo~ts rno the 174th c.ircraft, the troller r~ ~gro1:l1d. The c~pt~in
of the troller,rec~izil1g his hopeless sitt~.tion, elected to destroy his ~hip.
It U2.Sl2.ter c.sscrteinc,c. t:1':.t 4000 rifles, 1000 57rum rbcoi1<'!SRriflo rounds, 1:'nd
en t1llestio~.ble ~~,nt of other ordinc.nce h£d been QcstfoYed.

I
Bes:'.des these two L ajor c:ctiOllS, the 174th \-Ias i..'1strt·Er.:::1klin combating

enelI'Y2.Ctj.Oi1Sdt'I'inC the 'i'et ofEensive :in t:1C Sotlthern I Corpl!. The Iol;Jhins
r~lC :',I12rLsD,:rtici:J tec!. in 22 comb.t 2.s'.sxlts e.ncl fot.~r extr2ctions chT:L"'.gthe
30 dry F'3riod. Th~ 174th e~so rr.n 134 reSl'!.:Jly misdons ,'.nd 18 med:ic.~.lev<,cu­
".tions, ",hile Sl'.fferi~1J only tllroe p'~rsonnGl i'cl'.ndec. T;,c 17/,t.h A"'''1t.~1+.1",
E:iWTlWL. h::-.rshblOt' ~' kiJ.J i:g '315-N.V.A_ c."C V.r.. +.T'OCJ'<'
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Duc ?ho "'i'S not for5", tten by "Ch,die" ch.'Iin£ the Te~ .-'ush• .At 0130 honrs
on 1 Febrt'..:~r, the 17~th are", receivec~ 35 to 4O,60mmmortar rOt'nas, most of
",hich h.::x:eo on or nea the flight line. I.noui.'1fi i·e 174th SJ rcrc:f t 21''3e. vi'!'·::,l

~ instrt~ent to the uS effort in So~thern I Corps, the loc~l VClellncned 2nothel'
'c::.rr"-~c e.t Do19h5.npr-rk on 13 Febrl'ry, this time using 22mmIr.orb;-s. The 1'8
(".·;tr0yed one ship enc. d::'.IDE.gedtvo in the five m-;nute c.t.te.ck. After both e:tt,['.'_k~
t11'" D01phin flare ship and two EhG'.rl~swere scrzrr,b.l.ed but. returned •...i-=:h1,;:1!:no'·~,
l' <3;.1 '.;1.t 13 •

In the midst of the h~E.vyfighting, the cO!l'lr.endof the 174th ch?ngeC' hend!;.
On 1 Febr'l:'a.ry hc..jor Glen D'. Gibson replo.ced !-;.:- j or ThoDE.s 1'. \·;hee.t e.s CO:TmmC::;'q;

of·"tser of t:.e 174.th. T1',e17L.-ch1,T2S hr.I!'::ereddt'.rine t' e eerl:r p rt of tte :'ecr
b1 nOl1avc.ilibility of Eircref't; At one time the cOr.1~nyW2.S e".m to 19 of the
s.~'''',h::.rized 23 slid:.; and fi v') of the eight gtm~'h-;'ps. This did 110t ho•.•ever r:-:-r.­
v=r;~ ~he 174th frOl:1pc:rfor'r:1i"Gits mission of St~p'ortin/S the lIlr.adc,-l i. ivj :O.L':·r.':; ~
llt.h Lt:,:ht Infmtry BriGade,

On 7 Y0.rch, in s'~p..~ort of Oper<:>.tion3;'\"'" Rov, e:i[!.ht alicl:s of the 17L..th
c£r1'i3C 344 Lrocps of t.~e ARVEls4th R~giment f~o~ their b:se C~~? to an e.raa
C:C')l'.tten miles oo1.,th'..;-estof (1.;c.ng l;gi:d.• Le.ter tl'2.t (\2.y, nins !):;,:!.p!1~."~Jt::a.'1.S­
P(".';;ad ::J8 J 1'~h Brig;.de soldiers north.l'3st of Qu.:ng r:gc.i, in '3uport of T. 1ik
7:-J:"-'C3 Sarker.

0:1 8 A;:ril, 225 troops of the 1st E ttdion, 20th Inf,·,'tr-y •••ere lifted frem
L7.Dragon to an a.rea ten miles northvlest to Idck off opert'tion norro} d. Victory.

The ;roblem of e.ircrrft short,'ge v:e.sgres.tly relieved ee.rly in the Spring
with L1le2.r:civel of ne•.• nHn model slic!~s. The I1Hnmocels, with 1'11"! m:::-<3:~~')vTer­
f',lj, 1-13 engine, incretsed t.he 174thl5 effectiveness on Dll miasiolls. the "leV!
sh':'~!s c01.!lcic<'rry more cago enc. troops in one trip C'I'dt:;l'S cut COviDthe sort­
ies nzcess~ry to complete resupply e~d ~ssault mis5ions.

OPERATIONS' Sl'PPORTING: T:~E'lltf1:BR'IGADE AT .nc PHO

(I. April 1968 to 31 July 1968)

Th.:ring this oeriod, thn 174th .continued to \Jork h;-nc e.nt~.hl'.nd with the
"J1.mgle Warriors" of the 11th LIB •.•hile also lending S1.;P..;ort to t·he :merical
Divisions 198th LIB and the Civilian IrIegu1~r Defense Group.

r,eeping com,tent pres~ure on enemy troop concentr,-tions west of Q1.;engng,~.i,
the 174th inserted 200 troops of the 3rd. B tttlion 1st InfLntry, 11th LIB into
the area on 12 Ju.ne to begin open·tion Cllatf'hooche Swamp. \'hen Khe.m['1.;0 5·':-I:cio].
Forces Campcerne t'llder e>::ernyr,tt,· ck in the 198th Is AO, numerous Lolphin sllcb
\!ere celled to the scen5 to c~r~r out emergency resu?~ly oper~tions e~d the
oveilt\~l eV2cc~tion of the er~p. \0 John Don2hue received the Iistingvished
nying Cross vhen he t ••rice l,-nc.et. to evC'cu·.te Illioni'Duc personnel 11hile his ship
vas t,'king hee,vy e,utome.tic "eapons fire and wing Id.t. by CC1JTI'.pllAlfrnru nxpl.,-l­
ing enemy mort,r rounts.

On 31 May, ~h<rk gt~ships of the 174th vere scrrurobled ~t 0030 hot;rs to an
ereC'. five miles Horthee.st of Ct1:':<:ng ligd. Se.mp.:nsloaded with much necc'ed VC
supplies l.Jere spotted on the Cho l'••....i Rivcr. The Sh£.rk te=, lead by iWsI DC.niel
B1.:rtonend Richerd Bc:.ker, rol1e d in on the enemy bods ?nd immediitely c.;:roe=c1.cr
fire. The gtUlshps cot1Iltered uith rockets end mini-g1.UlSe.nd senk 35 enfJmySroI'p,~ns.

The mE'nysucc<:!ssftu 1:ctions e.gE:.inst the enemy did not come .:ith Ot,t e. he.'vy
price ho' ·8'.'er. At onc h01.;rs on 31 Y.cy, the D:c Tho b2.se CCJr.1:)CUIJa vnc1.erencwy
e.tt,C!~ by VCforces using 22mmmortc.rs. More thE'n hdf of the 100 ro\mds 1ended.
l,~lced in the 174th's e.rea Qild £.long the flig~t line. Speci~list Fifth Glc.ss
CEld T. EcCoy ws ldUed inst.:-ntly b) t. O5,rect hit on his living Quc.rters. The
billets of the flight plrtoons were d.,!Dt'.gcde:ct.ensively Glldf5.ve 2.ircrc.ft received
li{c;ht to moc:cr,~te d~ln",,:.~e.3i~~teen men .rere injured £1lCt I CClteGby the 756th
Hzd5.cd LE-;t.:chrecnt. to Henry Te;rs \."I:.aiC.w.rdec1.the Bronze 8t;.r •••ithnVnfor his
".cttons d1:rin:. t113 f.tt.c.cl~. \:0 Te\'s r2n thr01:·gh the incoming rot'ncs to F'.dIirl.nister
fiT'$i:-f:. ~.id tv Lho ·.,.H:1\. .•.J..I. ••1.~,;:. ~ 1'3 .r1n'A. +.~"I.,. _J~ •.•• ,..,~.; ••.• _..L. ·.~1· 4-t.., 1'7,' .•.'·1 .•.... :.~,...

Force 0-2 Hith its pilots killed or ~overely ',.omc:ed by enen:y Ii re, dived uncon'C­
rollc.bly into f. COJI'ITffiGr~C: control helicopter of the 1'i4th. ~OsI J<'lI18SC:rter
condJerry Johnson '.:ld. Speci,-.list Fo.-r AI..n \ eimer (T.d S·~"nley Milton (ice J.Il the
cri'sh c.lon2, •.-ith LTCB'rl~er, Comm,ndink:Off.icer of t'e 4th Bc.tt;-lion 3rd Infcntry
,nd his 8-2 :-nc, f.rtillery lp.ison of.~icer.
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Dt~inG this three month period the Dolp~s errl uh~rks flew 6388 hOtTS. This
hi,r"h figure coup19d w::.th the sh~rt ..ge of <-.Vl '+,ors, IJo~')dc. seri:J1.'.s~roblcm. Be­
CiTse of incre2sed rrission reqUlrements, ,:vi.:tors of th~ 17/.th 1!..,r .., d.'ily 2.p;)ro­
r.chinJ we. exceec.in[; the :30 d~y~ 140 hotTS l:-~tc tion. 'lr.~.s p::-oble:n'vle.s 1"e..:.1e7eo
h01:ever t!i1en the 174th 'vIe.sr.ss~gned more IlVF"Gors.

There tlere sever;-.l personnel ch.-.nges throughout the 174th \.nd its cJ.etllchmcmts.
J2.jor P-ich-rd Ie. Zimrnerm.:.n2.rrivet. to rep1: ce C2.pt:,.::'nueorge Er;~,.rell2.8 E>ccc:,t:.\'0
(;::.cicer, First Liet~t0nc.nt Leonord I0uffm•.".Il took COIDIr.C';'1C.of the ...'.~'.nr:S:ip."n.:-].
i.·Jt.:.CWO!1t2.l1d1st Liel.'.ton.:nt Stev~ R. I(ennedy took over dt'.ties [.~ In'r.<;'.~.i '-'<>=' ••....

G;:iicer. CE'.pt.-.inL::.nnyJ. hcCrc.ry ('.5 51.'l11e c' the cl1.etie8of Opelc,tions {JI"n .•-,.~.

DEFE!:S;:Or' Ill. THAH,T1.SICFOP,C::;GP.LL01.}.,y
(1 August 1968 to 31 October 1S~8)

Keeping sto2.dy preSS1.Te on the onency[nc ster.dily ,?ushing him ~Jest, the
17!,th conce11tr' toe its effort::: on th:~ m01';1t.:;il".s: est of ';1":r..':':.g..i City. A'e
t~ U.S. forces const, n+.ly op·:;r:.tin 1est of ;;:1'.~11giig i City the one['y "Te.Sfor~Gd
",0 eV·.ct,..,te tho 10\!L.nds c.nd aCCt'.PYtho c.rec. .:ro1'nd the lk. The.nE·:'oci.:1 Porcos
C;"'..1!;J.(b 4 ECJtember, tho Lobhins insartJd 311 troops of tho 11t.h Brigi'oe 0'1
to ~ ricig'olino f01.'r milJS ,.-st of He Tkn, to b3gin T:.slc Forco Gi..llo1ic,y. Tho
=:.;.dr;0iiY1')bi cc.mekl1O\'11~'.SLZ Chevy. TI1,)174th St~pported. tho oper.~t.ion ~J n.m:­
~,.G-.~-:ust UDcnc1ing-rcsl1ply c.nc COIIJIDG1d 1'.110.control missions into thiJ rJ101.:.nt:-ins
:L:"~":1':rd10c.tions.

On 5 ;,;~ tombcr WOilv:-rd Gill recuiv'3d \l01'nc'S:-'S :-ds circr~ft took numerOleS
hi ts d1ile 2.tterciJLing c. me:c.-evc.cmis _ion t ••ro Iril,;8 e2.st of Chovy. C1.J2 Jr.clc
E.~.t;1[.1-;·Yc.-1J1eto his c.id cd eV2.C1·tod. him'nc gro'..'.ndtroops to the n:edic:,l cio.
st.'t.icn in Chu k.i. T:~is ,~.rec.bec,:.meinfclIlo1.'.sto th:J c.vi tors of tilO 174th r.s
the IIHorscshoel! 1,h~stof ~t1.~n~.l1g,:.i City, tho Tr~: IIouc lli.v3r mec.nc.'ersinto [', 1c.rge
"UII sk.pe ,:.nd h::-.sc. beon c conter of h:..ro coro VC2.ctivity. DtTing opore.tions
in this c.:to.'., uh: rk gl'.l1shi;Jsof tho 174th 11':vebrJon crodi":.ed wjth mmy enemy
kill0(~.

Tl10 174th's dadic:tion to the !!!ission wo.s mar0 then e.;:·'x'xont on the night
of 6 Se:?tombGr. P. recon elament· cnce 1mc.er intonse CD.crryfir'} ne: r the t1Ilc)1·~:"'r.ht"l"II
.:-nc r::-.dio cont~.ct wr.s lost. P.ircr.:-.ft of th8 174th wor", cellec. upon t.o extr~ct
tho troops. 1,!itl10'.ltc:rryvism:.l colO.tct .~.'1donly p rtLl r:'dio cor..t:.ct, tl:O
Dolphh:' sl':'~ks w()ro Ittc.lkedlt into +.h8 ,'.r0C.~r tho pro1~d cl.:n'ent. When the ships
t01.,c:,ed down,:.n 8nGmy50 c~.libcr 01>c,nc.dl'P ~n +'h:::~loss -",1;:n30 !!!ctcrs ~:H;·:::r.
Fa j·cIio ..;S R wlil'l:;s W<:.S wm:cnd"c. .in ~.I':th i.r.t;S (j'.'+. "r''Ll+,inu.<.;<1. thu rrdssion-long \·rith
the: ship commcndorHOThOIT·~.sD'n;:.• Tl18rc;con pl::.t,()<,!) w,." :r:.fnly ',xt;rr I"t.ul 1:" rkR
to tho t0DC'City tho 174th is Lnm'n for.

Te.s!'.Forco G..110\-Ic.yc~me to 211;,)[lc11;hon intollig;)l1cG rt:ports indic".toc, the
?nc1H.V.F. R-;)Gim~:1th e. I!'oVGdinto thi; cong Vo,-__V 11oy. On?o5 n",'\'oher, 7/+5 Illen
'vTer;,insorkd il1tO 12 B1.-11dogby t~10 174th LolphillS ~.nc 176th i'iim'tum'm.

The lJ1.'.cFho b::.sGc,-m.pin go'cr:.l ."'c. tho 174th ;wlicopturs in p rticl'l.r,
\-Tor:::.~ constnt k.r[;ot for the 10c:l VC forcos. On 20 11.1''.-0,' st thJ Dr:c Fho lx-se

c:-..rn;::Jc::-m0t:l1dcr Gn€JTiW n.'ort-.rt·l'.~k <,nd it prov~d to 00 n. costly error f()T +.b0
va fNCOS. 1he e:0,(JmyIJL:.GO the mistc.l.c of st r-t.inr< tho c.t·c ck l;hile ~h d<
(,'1.'1lshipteclIl ::.nd fl: ro ship 1-I;;rcin thCJ '. ir. Tho sni.ps were j H'TI1r,r1;,.t.,., l:v ,,':J l{'J
to tho 5CO,,0r'.l'.dCliO no'.'~rt lieldinrs- spotted t:w rJ:10n/yneo:zle fleshes .:nc' 1.::d.
his §;m:shi:J teem in on th:,m. Th0 t<';;..lT. 'L.S credHed. lIi th seven O,'DT,y ld' ~,r~ '<vl
c ;)';xr d ;~.G2mmmort ..r t1',b. It nO"1sit::: in i·.J·" , 1'/1.-1'.11 ("1:':i<'<'''''' ('1,,1'>.

On ~;ej}torbr.;r 10, comr'lld of tl!cJ 174th :.&..:L:l c,.':·,r>.::,.3Gh ".ds. h:.je.r r,ich
Er01'l1took ov"r s Cor, 'Y Con:mwd8r, b1,t he w~',sno str:ngcr to t':;c 174th.
J;ro\:n 'vi:s p/)rt of t,·,;;; 174th 1-I118nit \:. 5 ori[,(L',lly :ZOIIr80:t Fort Bennin~,
in 1;65, ,'nd. m'C:ohis first trip to Vb·~n.m with tho 17L..th.

u



Two enlistQ( men of Ln 174th disti.111"i8hed t;';.;i selVJ5 C1':-' Gr~cb·,'ti;J.Gfird
in t.b.oir cl,-ss t.t "Lha UoS • .,;::..rmy.{~:..vj·.~tion~c:-:ool "_".t "{lr~ng ~1?(-:'..1!., 1:.·:l~1·7. S:_~.;ciC'.).~_r:t
F01.Tth C1:.ns Jos8:Jh Bh1.Tchcrrcc,Jiv3d the: hi::;ho::::tm r!:s ~.n I'is COl'~'SCon T1.:rt.:.:~c
~'1.gines, c".l'CS ·Jci.:list F01.'.TthCless JoscpL Lr.!iley w.s '~;c8 t:Jp ~',':1in !~if; (,01Ti::·:'
on Ai.,cr.:-=t .F'r':-.L'es. There VIer;;nUJJ1CrOl:SPJIsor:,hl ch,I'.:.)G i:: i'···::.: ?:ll 0:';' 1~6G.
~'lt' i'1 LGoa'Icl. kxff!i1.·.n 1:.s assigj,1eG .:.s OpQE.tiol:c,; Offic.er 2.:1dC\'2 db8I't f~:i,T"
,,,,:thc"t' \I~,S ~sBigl!ed -.S CCITID-Y.0::.:rof tho 452,'.c ~ign:.l ;,c·\:i1.c.::-:ill:.mt..C\.2 [c')\1Q C.
hopst took OV0r ['.s·S1.'.?)lJ' Oeicer replcc:in:: C:;2 J'Q:.l1P..teo. ;:'()d:'Jr (C,:.t'·~·~in)
Ch..:r10s T. kngford. tool'. OVJr t:;u post .:.s the 756th haGic'-.l rotc'llI'er:.t C0nur.::n.Gc,c
froL! Doctor (C,pt :.in) B~ron Schoolfield.

OPZRII.TIOi! VSRi"Of-! LfJm II

(1 Eovernber 1<;68to 31 Decerrbe:r 1<;68)

The l·:.st two months of th:J YO:.r '\oI']retvo of th8 most dCr.-!,·i]c1ingcnd chc.llen-
• g~,nGin tl,-:: history of the 174th. Oper:tion Vernon L'b II .;.:,s ori3ii1:.t"d in

t':..:, n:Ol'Ilt,:l1io'i.'srog:ion f'orth'HGst of ;,.•·,c }110. Ini tic.lly, the 17L.. t.h insorte:d the
1st B tt lion, 20th In:L-.ntry onto .::.hillto;J .::,p·ro:;:i~'clely 10 n'iles South of He.
Th n S'Jeci .1 Forccs Cc.mp. This hilltotJ bccc.n:cLZ Cork. At the fC1r.Ctime +,he
1'7/,th Pl~t the 4th B..:ttlion 21st Ini'c·.ntry on .~.2500 foot ::>o:.kfive J1:iJ.usHest
of Hinh Long Sp8Ci: J, Forces Cemp. This sup~:'ort be.so, 12 j'.II:Y, bec'.:1!!ec. cent0r
of 1i4th ~ctivity.

Nov()TI;berthird •..!.-~s::. previe\T of things to come. hhilo flying D. cOlI'mcnc.,.-:ld
~ontrol mission, WOJohn O'Sulliv:11 spotted concrete reinforced bl~lkJrs, frosbly
C.1~gtr.~nches [.no. br.rbed •..Tire, c,ll C'. p.~.rt of ·.~.nn.V.A. b::!:3ccnp...). In follol'ing
\!ceks, tha 174th ~.ided gron1G lmit3 in loc tin~, reconing, ,:nc1 destroying n1Qre
t:V1l 130 c:~·_myb' se c:.mps, tr: inin[; sitos ,-11(\hoc.deu.crtors.

On 15 iIov.crnber, \-.'01lc.lter S3[:r \-1c.sinstr','':'v;lt'l in 1.'llcove:rin.,-one of the
l:rZGst b.-se cc.xr.ps. Troops of the; 4th D.tt·lion 21st Inf::'tr:; being dir8cbd
b \>10 Seger's comm::l1d:-l1C~control ship, fOl'ill ,:11Ci1CIIJ}'str.:.t8gic he: .c'.n~:-.rters
eiGht IT'il,,s \Test of LZ "my. The cor,Dlcz he.d ,:n .:~ssomblycer..te;r cc.pc.blu of
so ting 200 people .-nc. hio i'11C. three story b1-,il(ii1~s. The c:lI'? h.:c. bc(:n so

~'1ce:::tly l·.sed th.'t the: troopors [Ol'ne) still bl:rnin:,: fires n!d lc.undry pl't Ol~t
J cr-J, pll'.s h,:.stily hide em ,Jl1enJYdocl'.JJ:.;';i1ts.

On 18 j'0II'0mber•..;hil..; reconing ell ::.rC)~.\!hcrcJ c. J.i-·.rLtcF-4 h: d bC:.11shot down
CllC1.the pilots still missiag, lJolphin 423 C~lI',e1.1110oj,' ei1en::;'[irG. The ship took
more th'n 15 hits. Althot'.Gh critic.~.lly \;Ol'l1c'.;0.G),ci.list Fifth Cl:.5s k.ynJ
Tic,", crO\lchief on 428, r(;t1.'Inoc. firo Ulltil the ship F,~SOl:t of the ;TO<-.
S.r.:G1 li~j'G Tice, \o1·.'.S m;;c'.:::vc'.c8clto Chu.L.i bl;t l.:ter died of W01.'ncJs. Ll r.::cog­
ni +':i.onof his g ..'~l: j,y'r-.rhe \'C.S<'.w.rc1.ec'thc Di:Jtin,y.ishec1 ;,:'1:;-5.:1.;Cress, POSthl:­
mC'l~sly•

'I'113174th c'.·.mel.'11o..:Jr,-. l1e\: policy r,.!S're.:l1' .j,rcr 'f"(. flyi:'g tin,'; on 13
l'ovcn:bor. E:::C:X-S.3of c..:::cossivu. tiliz ·'·.j.o::0:: .'ircr,: ..::t by [;rot'l1e' COr,1T!c:2cors,
'ircr- ft \'tore, con::;t.'ntly (frol'i1c".:Jlor m;·..il!t:,:~ :··co boc:'1.~sc:of cxeoss~.v0 LO'TS
th8Y hc.d flmm. T:'0. c., sJ·si:orr c.llott:.d ,]:.ch b't·'- 'lio11 12 hOl'rs e ch (3-y to
be divic.oc betFoLn its l.'tility elK' COmI!'~':!c':J1d control ship. This S)'stUD!led
to bett.e:I' l~SCof t:-lO ,.ircr:.it, less m".i:ltcn· :cc. tii;'O, .·:;c' -Iso crt CU1.71OIl the
nurn;x:r of c.viC.tors I1ho \o1':;1'e'3~:c8lJ0.inGt:,o 140 hOl'.Trno:1thly liwit-tion.

C:pt:.in Alb,:rt J. Sch1ritt crr:,.vc:cl.··t t:.Q 17~.th on 8 l:ov-emb<.:;r,-:1C'.: '3s"'Jr"d
the: c'.,·tLs a.s ~,ccuti ve OEicer. bt Liel'.to··'Cllt H.rry Schin0.chottc too]: ovcr
:-.5 O;.'T: t.:i.Oi\SofEieer i1d 1st Liol'.tei:.::':lt IOil lc1 ;':obl ,<; r'Jpl' c()r~C;·.~·.i.,:i.llGr--nt
C.7ton· 5 cor.·JI':~.c~()rof t:1C! 40Sth l'.C •.. ot:chm:;·.!t.

On 1 Docn'o0r t!lc 174th, .::1011[;1!ith tl1.: I' ,st of th.) 14tlJ. Con:bt :-vi t.io;:·
B tt lion 1" 5 1'J__ssi::.;",~c'.fror:' t~:....; 1st _..v~. ':'.:0:1 Dr:ig'c'e (. 0GC"r"ep rt of thu
P.r;~r:;,c1 l,i vj,sion. Th0.suitch from tho ":1'-.\:k'lto t'.1,) "Sol,.thGn: Cross II ',/(;.nt
s~oof.ly .no ilVolv')C fCvT c1'.··.,;;.s. T,~ 409th T.e. [·ct ..·chmei1t, ':';':c 452m" Si"n['.l
Lc1:.chmc::t \-181'3 bfrscc' into -ell<; 174th itse:lf. l'·i~t.::.:'c: c'-jj'e 11j)d~r control
of t~ -: service pl·tooj,1 •.•ith C;:pt: i:;1 "::hor.2.swrkill in ch-rfl;c.

r1.'!.r~_l1£ th03 :ro~r 1Th:'J1Y im.rov,.:n"(f· -cg '.'cr:') m"(c i~l tll~ ccr: i1..y ~I'C: .• ..'~l livin~
CC' rtc:rs \r:,rQ bGll~;criz'x-:', '-'~1 O':':~icers, LCO, :::d ;;.h clt'bs w.:;rubl'ilt. 7:1U of-"ice
sp'ce i:1 t:'c Ol,c:.rly [,oon' \:...•.. :~ rly (ot~bluC:\:i-c!1 r,,-il r-oorr. "( ljhr,'ry bC:L,g
.:dced. 1':1CSl~D:ly rooT' ~~'R ":;:p.';"-""'" -"d ,: :~r.u 'TYr·" rn<'''' b·i1.~.
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1968 \1:S 2l'l :::No.tf"•.'l yo.:1' in the short but prouc~history of t~o •.174th. It
\1:S ,:..ho ,'. h s:r ont). Th::. olphi", '; tr,~:::;)ort(;r' ::::;;.rly 200,'j')O P':SSC)l1g01 S ,:10 flew
JT!':"'"(C: .~ ~'L~1 2~~i C/'G hotIT's. It i.rs -t:. bi~ job but tl!.0 1'li~:V1\-[.:.3 o'1n.-1 to -Ll.ta t~,r1~.
~.~'!._ p ~-'''';.-'-.r\;:':":Ll prCScl~t ~::c:.t-J ch -.1J.8ng-:.s be.t . ~18 Dol~:~li:l.f.j-~.~.C.sli r)::s viill si:.o'\~,
:,.3 c',,'c;.' h':-,VG i:c, th0 p~,st, th, t th.-"rc is "1:~ar:n'.'G: 11.POS;:,I;iL":".
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