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TET ~T*EMEIVE - O:ZL.TICE NORFOLE VIG™™Y
- Januery 1668 to 20 April 1568)

The e rly part of 1968 will long be remembered in Vietnam, Enefiy troops
steged their grestest offensive of the long war in the first fwo morths of the
nev yez>, One of the hottest and most contested erecs in the covntry wee Jiang
Vg-i City, in the Horthern portion of the 174th ivieticn Comp-ny'!s arce of
cpevatluns,

The therk (UH-1C) gunships and the Dolphin (UH-1D) slicks of the 174th were
repeetecly ralled upon to put forth their greztest effort to repel Viet Cong end
in.V.A. offencives, On 31 Jenuery ot epyrozimately 0500 hours, the primary Sharck
gunnliin feem was scrembled to fueng Fgri Caity., U0 Roeucel Doersam end his pilod
0 kicheel kagmno, fornd a battclion sized enemy unit was tryin: te s rrovnd ths
the Lo ong Np-l sirfie1@ on the Test side of the vidy. Thae enexy troone hz2d #l-
re~¢y cverrin en ARVH training cemn, occupied the hospiicl and siered numbersas
public kuildings,

Cn its initi-1l run, the lead Shsrk took sever:l hits from avtomatic and
smell crws fre. The second Sherk, flowvn by WO Chorles iller end WO Den Purton
mede Tiriigr posses 2t the heeviest conzentrotion of enexy fire on the grernd wod
2lso icol mumerovs hits, After meny posses et the still voorly illumincted enery
torgets, 11 became apprrent thet more firepouver wes necsssery end the sscontensy
gurship teem wes scrimbled, The second tesm led by G:t, Thomas Yoola, wes bri-i-
i Uy the prizsry term and the grovnd commender. The ground comrznder 1cporied
trat the Southwest corner of the perimeter vwas undor hecvy pressuve by a platoon
sized V.C. force vsing mortors end cvtomstic wezpons, Cpt, 'Yoode directea Lis
v2em on pesses on the design-ted crez and greetly relieved the pressure thove,
»t this time, the Sh-rks were civertec to the overrun :IVI tr-ining crap, leav-
in; the southwestern perimeter to a set of Air Force fighters.

After the second'ry term msce one poss on the tréining ermp, WO Dozrsem
orrived with his prirzry teem on ststion, A fifth Shoric hed renlaced one of
the Sherlkes thet hrd originally been on the primery te:cm, becauvse it was demeged
too badly to retrrn immedi:ztely, Due to the Shork firepover the proumé treops
were eble to retele the trzining cemp end the Sherks vere able to lend suppert
to numerocus smcller bottles thzt had broken out throughout the city.

Thenks to e svperhvmen m:intenence effort by the 40Sth T.C. Detzchment, the
17.4th gunships retu: ned for mission ~fter mission over thu balesguered eity., One
of the tharks took 22 hits dvring the dey end snother thit was grounded sarly
in the fighting lotsr returned only to receive &igxht mere hits,

killed with 238 of them crecited to the 174th ships, Tue five Sh:rks had flown
e totcl of 34 hours snd tckon 33 hits, Lespite the heuvy snd accurile enemy
fire ti.e 174th svffered no injuries., The Shirlks were highly praised by the
imericcn advisors, end credited with preventing = complete overrun of the two
msjor strongholés proteeting the district hec€ouarters of Qung Hgai Frovince.

Lt srnset the city retvrned to friendly hends; 367 enemy hed been coufirmed '\0)

In order to meintcin the momentim he heé going dvring the Tet Offensive, the

cnery nzeded to obtcin erms end ammmition bedly. The 174th was instrrmentsl

in helping to stoo the flov on this svpply on 2% Fobru ry.Abt 2230 houvrs thet
nizht the Dolphin fl-re ship wes alerted for e possible scremble missicn. 4
ffovy rrdar cireraft hed spotted a eommmist troller on its radecr screen. The
troller wes loc ted approwir:tely seven miles northezst off Iue Fho. 4t 0100
hovrs the flzre ship zné e Sherk gunship tecm were scrembled to the erez. Wwhen
the 174th ships crrived on the scene, Favy Swiftbocts hed elready tzken the
encmy vessel vncer fire, The fl-re ship immecictely st rtec illumineting the
ares ond the Sherks rolled in with mini-guns end 2,75 inch roclkets. The enem;
troller threw up & well of 12,7, machinegin fire but dve to the combined efforts
of the Swiftboats end the 174th aircreft, the troller ran sground. The captzin
of the troller,reelizing his hopeless situvetion, elected to destroy his sk}:'.p.
Tt ues loter asscrtzined thot 4000 rifles, 1000 57mm recgiless rifle rounds, and
on vnestimcble smovrnt of other ordinsfice hed been destroyed.

{

Besides these two rajor cctious, the 174th was instrrocatel in combutiz}g
enemy zctions durin; the Tet offensive in the Souvthern I Corpu. The 'Er._:lphzns
end Cherls porticip ted in 22 comb. t asczvlts end four eztractions-[:’-.ur:_ng the
30 dey period, The 174th also ren 134 resvp ly missions ond 18 medi c.'.'.'l ev: cu=
stions, while sufferinz only three mrsonnel ‘-omldec:.. The 174th d=alth +ha
eneny < hersh blov by killi-g 315 H.V.A. o V.0.o ®fcepn



Duc Fho wss not forzutten by "Ch-rlie" durine the Te. sush. At 0130 hours
on 1 Febru:ry, the 174th arez receivec 35 to 40,60mm mortar rovnds, most of
vhich l:zacded on or ne:;r the flight line. Ilnovin: ie 174th @ rerat erz e vital
instrurent to the US effort in Sovthern I Corps, the loczl VC launcheé snother
brrrage at Dolphin psrk on 13 Febrvry, this time using 82mm mort:rs. The 1T
ceutroyed one ship and demeged two in the five minute stteck. After both athorks
tiaz Dolphin flare ship and two fharks were scrembied but returned with valmor.
resilts. -

In the midst of the hesvy fightinz, the commsnd of the 174th chongecd hends.
On 1 Febrvary hejor Glen D, Gibson peplaced ki-jor Thom-s ', VFheat es cormenciig
officer of tle 174th, Thke 174th wes hercered during t'e eerly p rt of the yeer
by noneveilibility of eirerai't: At one time the company was dovm to 1S of the
svtharized 23 slichs and five of the eight gunchips, This did aot however rre-
vent the 174th from performiiy its mission of sup -orting the americrl jivisiorn's,
11th Lizht Infeniry Brigede,

(n 7 Morch, in snport of Cperation Show How, eight sliclis of the 174th
cerrizd 344 Llrocps of the ARVIIis Ath Regiment fiom their bose comp to an erea
chont ten miles sovthwest of fueng ligei, Later that day, nine Delphing trans-
Eo?ﬁed #38 J1lh Brigrde soldiers northusst of Quing ligci, in sup ort of T sk
fooen Darker.

0a 8 A:ril, 225 troops of the 1lst B ttelion, 20th Inf:rtry were lifted frem
1% Dregon to an area ten miles northwest to Lick off opersztion Horfolcd Victory.

The mroblem of zirersft short-ge vas greztly relieved eerly in the Spring
with lhe ervivel of pew "H" model slicks. The "H" mocels, with tha meTs wower-
il L-13 engzine, increcsed the 174this effectivensss on all missions. The new
ships could ccrry more cergo ené troops in one trip and tivs cut doun the =zort-
ies necessery to complete resupply 2ac essavlt missions,

, " -+ OPERATIONS® SUPPORTING: T:E 11th BRIGADE AT IUC EFHC
(L April 1968 to 31 July 1968)

During this werioed, thn 174th continuved to work hend on¢ hend with the
"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th LIB while elso lending suvp.ort to the ‘merical
Divisions 198th LIB and the Civilien Irrcguler Defense Croup.

Leeping constent pressure on enery troop concentrrtions west of Queng Ngei,
the 174th inserted 200 troops of the 3réd B ti:lion 1lst Infentry, 11th LIB into
the aree on 18 Junz to begin operestion Ghatrhooche Swemp. Vhen Khem [ue Special
Forces Camp ceme vnder enemy att-ck in the 1S8th's AO, numercus Lolphin slicls £
vere cclled to the scene to cerry out emergency resvpoly operztions end the \ )
cventuol svecuation of the ecrp, 10 John Donchve received the Listingvished
Flying Cross vhen he twice lencec to evocu.te Kham Due personnel vhile his ship
vas t-king heavy eutometic vieepons fire and being hit by gebirrpual from oxplod-
ing enemy mort:r rouncs.

On 31 May, Sherk gunships of the 174th were scrambled st 0030 hovrs to an
oree five miles Hortheest of Gueng ligei. Sempcns loaded with much necced VC
supplies were spotted on the Cho Mai River. The Sherk tesm,leed by WOs' Doniel
Burton end Richrzrd Beker, rolled in on the enemy bosts end immedi tely ceme tnder
fire, The gunshps cowntered with rockets end mini-guns end senk 35 enemy sampans,

The meny successful cctions egeinst the enemy did not come with ovt a he-vy
price hovever, At 013C houvrs on 31 Moy, the Dvc Tho base camp cims tnder encny
sttsek by VO forces using 82mm mortcrs. More then helf of the 100 rovnds lended
1-nce¢ in the 174th's erea ond elong the flight line. Speciclist Fifth Cless
Cerl T. McCoy wos lkilled instently by & direct hit on his living qusrters. The
billets of the flight plrtoons were demaged extensively cnd five cireroft received
lizht to mocer:te dsmage, Sivteen men vere injured enc treated by the '?561:1‘.1
Mcdiczl Letcchment. VO Henry Tews wrs awsrded the Bronze Ster withwVnfor ‘his
cctions dirin: the ettcck, WO Tevs ron throvgh the incoming rovnc s*;bo r,qnﬁp:!.ster

iret nid tu lthe wowrndad. M 13 Tima. troonde amain % cole b Y. JEE L
{*orca 0-2, with its pilots killed orgoverelyiornced by enery f‘;’to r?sﬁi::dc‘fn;g’:‘
rollsbly into ¢ comrmé ené control helicopter of the 1:41-?1- n ]3_1: 5 e
cné Jerry Johnson -nd Speciclist Fo.r Al.n leimer cré Saanle{' M.'E on ;lg ety
crssh clong with LTC B rker, Commcnding Officer of t e 4th Bettrlion 3r £
cnd his S-2 rné ertillery lrison ofiicer.



During this three month period the Dolphins ard ohe
high figure couplsd w:ith the short-ge of r-vi‘aors:‘ P‘;Z‘,,‘;'kf iif'-" ?388 T
ccuse of increcsed mission requirements, <vi-tors of ths 1'7/"-;113}'5 91‘0910‘&' e
cchinz cnd exceeding the 30 dey, 140 hours limit.tion, s ;U;:}“L‘;iﬂ; K i
however when the 174th wcs escigned more avi-tors, TSR R Reeamn

There were seversl persomnel chcnges throughout th

: . + [LeL b Lc] 17 th 1 5 ]

I_--ag_or Ric_h-rd {. Zimmermcn crrivec to repl-ce Coptain ueorge Ey-rifi Es O'Gtac}mm.lts'

(i ficer, First Lieutencnt Leonord Kouffmon téok comrcnd of th:’}ulu?* e e
L

ietochrent ond lst Lieuten:znt Stevg R, Xennedy took over duties ~-Kl'r¥;f"£nf-1
. G s

Cificer. Geptain Lonmy J. MeCrary sssumed the duties of Operstions Off L
; in

DEI'EEIS; OF HA THAW, TISK FOKGE GALLOVAY
(1 iugust 1968 to 31 Octobar 1€€83)

Keeping stendy pressure on the enemry ¢nd sterdily nushi i

; RS < ster ~ushing him Vest, the
174th conceintr-tod its efforic on the movntcins Test oflf-u-.'-n-ﬁ-l : g%i City _’.h.e
tu U.8, forces const ntly oporctin: lest of Guing lig i City the cnery wes foreed
4 = v 1 vl ~ :
0 evrecw.te the lovlonds cnc occupy the crec erovnd the Hu Then Swueci-l Forces
Como, .0?1 A.Ee;tember, the Lolohins insert:d 311 troops of the 1lth Brigrde on
'!;(E) 7 T'::.c'.gellne forr miles 7-st of Hr Thon, to begin T.sk Force Gulloucy. The
"d'(, iing b ceme. Imown :s LZ Chevy, The 174th supported the oper:tion by rvnie
o} ~wet unending resup ly oné commmnd end contrel missions into the movnt-ins

:rd loc-tions.

On 5 Se tember WO dwrrd Gill recoived wounds s his cirer:ft took numerous
hits while cttensl ing o med-evoe mis_ion two mil.s ecst of Chevy, CW 2 Jeock
Fothew § eome to his oid o°d eveer ted hir 'né ground troops to the medicrl =id
st-ticn in Chu L-i. This creec become infomovs to tho cvi ;;0:‘5 of the "I'?l,fh z8
the "Horseshoe" West of Guone llgei City, the Tro llove Rivesr meencders into o iarge
"yt sheope cnd hos o been ¢ center of hird core VC cctivity, Dering operations
linl;-.‘:his cren, oh:rk gumships of the 174th hrve buen credited with E;:ny enemy
ki1led,

The 174th's dedic-tion to the mission wos mare then -ooorent on the night
of 6 Sentember, A recon element crme vncer intense cpery firs nerr the Mlorseshaal
~n¢ redio contoet wes lost, Aireraft of the 174th wore eclled@ upon fo extroct
the troops. Without any visuvel cort et ~nd only p rtizl rrdio contiet, two
Dolphirn: slizks werc "clked" into the orec by the around climent. When the ships
tovched down, -n enemy 50 ccliber opsncd vp on thom less “hwn 30 meters cwoy.
WO Jrr.os R wlings wes wovndod in lwth isgs ooh eonhinuved the mission -long with
the ship commender WO Thorss Doni, The reeon plotueom wen anfaly ek ete thirks
to the tencecity the 174th is lnovn for,

T-sl- Force G.1llowsy ctme to en cnd vhon intelligenee reports indiccted the
ond ¥,V.. Regiment h-é roved into the Tong Ves V lley. On 25 Dulober, TA5 men
wers insertcé into LZ Brlldog by the 174th Lolphins rnc 176th Minutemon.

The Lve Fho bese eorp in ge-crol ~i¢ the 174th helicopters in p rtievl. r,
wers - const nt tcrgot for the loe:l V€ foreces. On 20 Avy st the Ine Pho brse
comp come tnder cneny port-r tt-rk snd it proved to be A costly error for the
VG forcos. 1he enemy mde the mistile of st rhing the et ck while  fho Tk
gonehip tecm -nd fl-re ship were in the «ir., The ships were jymedistaly es110d
to the scene rnd CUO Fohert Tielding spotted the cuemy nezzle floshes -nd lod
his gorship tecm in on thzm. The to.m wis credited with seven oneny ki1 o8 el
¢ otrr d ~ 82mm mort.r trb., It now sitz din tho T/ARh OFCieovw Mnb.

On wepterber 10, corn ud of thw 174th ok in e.-nuad h nds. I.-.‘:.jor Lich rdr ﬁ
Erovn took over s Con iy Commcnder, but he wos no stronger to the 1'?1_,th. P‘JC..]OI]E'
Erowvn w: s pert of tic 174th when it w-s origin 1ly forrzd -t Fort Bemning, Georgis
in 1265, -né m-co his first trip to Yicln m with tho 174th.

On 1 October the toctiesl site tion sermitted porsonncl of the 17440 .'v.nd.its
v-wriore cutochrents to tsko o brief resoyitc from the wr to cci!.cbrato "Orc;:m_.z:.-
tion D-y". Observi-. £ sceond cnivers-ry of tho 'E?Aths v o c:—:rt:arno,?:-.?-: S,
nold o wes folloved by - eews oy ailpad cowdmrk and. gy o SRl game BT 7
oflicera ~na snlistead men.



Two ecnlictac men of un 174th distingrished tihu selves ov grodreting first
in their el-ss ot ithe U.S. irmy sviction School ot Ving ’_r?r,u-, L.7.H. Su.cislist
Torrth Cl.ss Joseph Blutber receivsd the highest m rlks in bis covzse on Turkine
Fhgines, cn¢ S-oeirlist Fourth Cless Josepl: Lvrley ves iz top men in hie covres
on Airercft Freores.  There were numerovs porsonncl chonras in thu Frll of 1C68.

t-in Leon-rd Lhovifmen 1w s assigned as Operctions Ofiicer and €12 ilbert Frir-
weither wos cssigued -s commrnder of the 4520 fign:l letachment. CL2 Lowe C.
fropst took over cs-Suosly Ofiicer realecins CW2 Jeon Pots. Toctor (Capioin)
Chorles T, Lengforc tool: ovar thie post -s the 756th lieéicsl Lot chment Comm:ondeor
from Doctor (C:pt:in) B ron Schoolficld,

OPERATION VERI'OF LLXE IT
(1 Lovember 1968 to 31 December 1568)

The l-st two months of thz yorr were tvo of the most demending cnd chollen-
ing in tbe history of the 174th. Oper-tion Vernon L-ke II wes orizincted in
"¢ mountsnious rogion Porthwest of Lve Fho, Initiclly, the 174th insorted the
st B tt lion, 20th Ini ntry onto ¢ hilltop cp-roximciely lo riles Gouth of He
Il n Sneci .l Forces Comp, This hilltop beesme LZ Cork. At the srme +ime +he
174th put the 4th Brtt:lion 21st Iafintry on 2 2500 foot pesk five milus West
£

O — 3Lk

Minh Long Spueil Forces Comp, This supjort bzse, LZ imy, becime - center
of 174th cetivity.

Hovomber third wos o preview of things to come. Vhile flying & commend nd
control mission, WO John O'Sulliv:n spotted concrcte reinforced bunkors, frashly
drg tranches cné berbed wire, cll = port of on N.V.A. base erm:. In folloving
veeks, the 174th -ided grornd wnits in loc ting, reconing, -nd destroying more
then 60 enwmy b-se cimps, triining sites ~nd hocdcu-rters,

On 15 tovember, VO Vilter Szocr wes instrurcnt -l in vncovering one of the
l-rzest b-se camps. Troops of the 4th D.tt-lion 21st Inf:»try being direcctad
b WO Seger's commond ~né control ship, fovnt -n encmy strotegic he:tdeunrters
eizht miles vest of LZ .my. The comdlez hed -n assombly center copable of
sc ting 200 people ~nd two =ncd three story brildings. The cimo hoé been so

seently vsed th:t the troopers fovnd still burnin; fires end loundry prt out
o €ry, pluvs hostily hidden oneny deocumonts.

On 18 Jovomber wvhile reconing cn oro: vhere o Moriue F-4 h:d beun shot down
ené the pilots still missing, Lolphin 428 c:me under enemy firc. The ship took
more th'n 15 hits., Although critie:1ly wound.d So.ci list Fifth Cliuss Tcoyne
Ticu, crewchief on 428, rcturncé firc uvntil the ship vrs out of the -rec,

Spei list Tice, wis mocoveced to Chu Loi but loter died of wovrnds, In rocog-
nition of his g:1ll:-airy hc vos cwirded the Distingvished ¥lyin; Cross, posthue
meusly.

Tha 174th e-me vnder o nev policy reg-rézi; cirer £t flying tin on 13
Iovember. Boesusz of cieessive - tiliz tion ol ~ircroit by grovnd comrriéers,
-irer-ft vere constontly grovncud for mointii nee boerusc of excossive Lo Ts
they hod flowm. The  ow systor cllotted oreh b-ti-lion 12 hovrs c ch ¢-y to
be divided botwecn its vtility ond communé -ad control ship. This system led
to botter vse of the cirer:ft, loss moiaten: ec time, ou¢ -~lso ert dowm on the
aumber of cvictors vho wore exccouding the 140 hovr monthly limit-tion.

C-pt-in ialbort J, Schmitt crraved ot tic 174th on 8 lovember £nc [ esrmed
the érti.s as Sxecutive Officer, 1st Licutenent H rry Schindehette took over
-8 onor-tions ofiicer nd lst Licuvtenant Ion 1d ifobl:s rapl-cod Coplsin Grent
C-yton -s corr =€er of ihe 40Sth 1.C. .et-chm.:t,

On 1 Decomber the 174th, ~long with the r.st of the 14th Cord t -wi tiow
B tt lion 1r's re-ssigroC from o lst .w: fion Drig-de C beere p rt of the
froric 1l livision. The swvitch from the "Heuk" to t: "Southerrn (ross" went
smeot 1y .nd involvee fow choogis. T e 409th T.C. Lot chment, e 452n¢ Signrl
Lot chmont were infrsed into the 174th itsclf. Eeinber- es crme mder eontrol
of t. ¢ service pl-toon with Copt:in Thones Larkin in ch-rge.

Turing the yo'r mony im. rovere o vers mce in the com wy rToe., £1]1 living
v rhors wore buiherized, -n Oificers, 1.C0, .ud il elvbs wore brilt. The ofice
ap-ce in the Orczrly Koo w-+ 4 rly doubled vith - m il room ~¢ 1ihreory peing
caced. Tac sup ly roor w's rxp-adad -~ad o mew ores room Iilt,



1068 w-s cn ove tfvl yeor in the short but provd history of the.174th. It
w-s clzo o bresr one. Ths . olphiuz treacported noerly 200,000 posscagers snd flew
'y 25.000 hours, It w-s o big job but the 17460 wes cquol to ihe tegk.
verr uwill present new ch -1lanpes bet “he Dol.oiing wad Sherks will sbow,
+ howe in the post, th.t therc is WEOLUTLG T1.P0saThla .
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