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I, FERIOD OF INITIAL UNIT FORMATION

(1 september 1965 to 31 Jamary 1966)

The 1T74th aviation Company (Airtmbl,) (Lt.) was activated at Fort Ben—
ning, Georgia on 1 October 1965 by authority of General Order Number 278
(4Appendix I), Headquarters Third United States Army as amended by Genersl
Order Mumbers 50 (4ppendix II) and 309 ( Appendix III), Headquarters Third
United States Army and General Order Number 116 (Appendix IV), Headquarters
United States Infantry Center, Fort Benning, Georgia.

Personnel started arriving at Fort Benning, Georgia on 1 November
1965, Major Robert M. Stuart assumed command with Major Melvin De Tate
as exeeutive officer and Major Jawes E, Shrader as aperations officer,

The attaehed units were the 409th TC Detachment commanded by Mgjor Orville
‘We Mc Natt, the 452nd Signal Detachment commanded by Major Theodore M,
Stuart and the 765th Medical Detachment commanded by Captein John P.
Heiilmen. The medical detachment was detached prior to the units movement

overseas in March, 1966. The First Sergeant of the 174th &viation Company
waa SFC Mexvin D. Hill.

It is interesting to note that the company was not lacking leader-
ship as it was assigned itwenty-three majors, nine captains and two lieu=-
tenents in the first thirty-four people to report,

The company wes organized under TO&E 1-77, 63 W C,/l, which provided
for two airlift platoons, consisting of eight UH~1D's each, and one armed
esoort platoon, with eight UH-1C'!s (540 Rotor System)., One UH-1C wes
assigned to the Service Platoon.

The airlift platoons were organized so as to be capable of sirlift-

ing Combat troops, supplies end equipment into g combat zone, and to per=-




form command gnd control missiong, a8 required, in conjunction with both
ground and airmobile assaults.
Each UH=1D was armed with two door-mounted M-60 machine gun kits to
provide suppressive protective fire while performing air landed assaults.
The UH~1C's of the armed escort platoon were equipped with & combi-
nation of the M-3, M-5, M~6, end M-16 subsystems. The primary role of the
armed escort platoon is %0 provide suppressive fire in the landing zone

&n’p ermed escort to end from landing zones,

The company headquerters and opereations section were organized so
as to provide contimious carmand and control from either e ground or sir-
horne position.

In the initial deys of company organizstion the main problens were
leck of persomnel, equiprent and treinimg, In time the persomnel and
equipnent shortege was remedied and the company began an intensive train-
ing program. The training progrem waes hindered by the grest mucber of
people arriving in the company in need of completing ammal end semi-
annual minimims. Due to the shortege of time the units IP's gave profic-
iency rides at night so that both proficiency rides snd minimums could be
conpleted before the end of the year,

The 174th Avietion Corpany was alerted for PCS nove from Fort
Benning, Georgia to USARPAC on 8 Daccrber 1965 and by the end of December
the. company had all personnel end T(E equipment. In addition, the training |

progrel was well under way and all aviator ninimums were completed.



IT. POR QUALIFICATIONS AND FTX

(1 February 1966 to 14 March 1966)

During the months of Jamiary end February 1966 the unit was in the
process of intense tactical and POR training. The training culminated in
the completion of "NUOC NAM IIM an FTX conducted in the vicinity of Fart
Benning on 1-2 February 1966« The renesinder of the month of February wes
utilized in correcting the deficiencies noted during the ¥IX and contiming
the treining program initiated when the company was activated.

In addition to the extensive treining progran the unit began pre-
Paration for moverent overseas. During this period, arrengerents were
nade for the accurmlation of building nmaterizls that would be difficult
to obtain once in Vietnam. Used refrigerators were bought and completely
reconditioned free, by the father of one of the men, so that proper
refrigeration would be aveilable in troop billets.

The adw.ra;rlce pParty was formed but was ;o leave two weeks after the
main body left because they were going to travel by air and would arrive
in Vietnan well shead of the main body.

Fifteen deys leave wes granted to all personnel before departing

for Vietnams

III. MWEMENT OVERIE .S

(15 Merch 1966 to 11 .pril 1966)

On 15 March 1966 the 174th iviation Company deperted Fort Benning,
Georgia for Ogkland, California, after the previous week was spent prep-
aring all equipment for shipment. In addition, during the previous week
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all TE eircraft were fcrried to Oskland, Galifornia where they were
shipped sboerd the USS Point Cruz. On 16 March the company seiled sboard
the USNS Upshur erriving in Qui Nhon Hsrbor on 6 ipril 1966, Three stops
were nade enroutes one each at Rearl Harbo_r; Yokohenas and Ckinawss

while the main body trevelled by ship 0 Qui Ihon the advance party
travelled by air and completed arrangements for a base camp. When the
unit arrived at Phu Tei Valley an orderly room and Company mess were built
and the necessery materials for additional buildings were on hande

Qn 7 april 1966 the unit off loaded and mowed to Phu Teal Velley,
west of Qui Mion, to esteblish & base camp. One difficulty in off load-
ing should be noted at this point and that was the fact that mery hours
were lost beceuse the ship was loaded in the,wrong order and therefore
the 174th iviation Company's equiprent could not be unloaded until rmch
of the cargo destined for other ports was unloaded.

Preparetion of the base canp wes hanmpered due to the late errival of
TO&E wheeled vehicles. Wheeled vehiclss arrived asboard the Jifricen Glen
on 1% Mzy 1966 two days efter the unit had been declered operzticnal.

The unit's helicopters were trensported from Oakland, Californie
sboard the USS Point Cruz which arrived in Qui Mhon on 9 Jpril 1966.
Unit aircraft were assembled and flown to Phu Tei Velley on 10 and 11

J‘Lpril 1966!

IV, NI-COUNTRY READINESS TRLINING

(12 ipril 1966 to 11 May 1966)

During the period 12 Jpril to 11 May 1966 the unit participated
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in unit readiness treining. During this training period, combat require-~
ments necessitated the frequent use of the 174th aviation Compeny for both
Direct Combet Support and Combat .sssult nissions.

The work on buildings progressed rapidly and the 174th Jviation
Company eree was partielly conplete., The building program was conducted
nostly at night due to flying requirerents during the day.

Shoxrtly after arrival im Vietnan the 174th jviation Conpemy was
involved in a personnel exchange so thet the company would not loose all
its personnel during ore month of the year. The necessary edjustrents were

nade and the compeny functioned smoothly.

V. ASSIGNMENT TO 52nd JVIATION BATT.LION

(12 May 1966 to 2% Mgy 1966)

The Conpany was initally assigned to the 52nd iviation Battalion
with the mission of providing direct support for the Capitol ROK Divis-
ian, the 22 ARVN Division and the Qui Mon .res Support Comnand. Dur-
ing this period the battalion headquarters was far removed from the con=-
Pany locetion and missions, hence requiring a ligison officer o gchedule
nissions for the supported units.

During this period the 174th iviation Company got its first real
taste of combat while supporting the Capitol ROK Division and the 22nd
ARVN Division. On 12 Mgy the company airlifted elements of the ROL Cav-
alry Regiment marking the beginning of operction "BOW GIA 66-6" (Lightning
66-6)s In this operation the aviators encountered low clouds, severe

turbulence and winds in excess of 50 knots., .fter finishing the airlift
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of troops, the corpeny continued support with the airlift of supplies and
the evecuation of the wounded.

On the 14th of Mgy 1966 the 174th .vintion Company noved to Tuy
Hos to support the eirlift of troops of the ATth ARVN Division. On this
airlift the company received groundfire while enroute and 378 Troops plus
heavy weepong were lifted into the lending zone.

On 16 Mey 1966 the company moved to Cemp Holloway, Pleiku and sup-
ported the *rd Brigede, 25th Infantry Division in operestion "P4UL HIVERE."

The 174th flew numerous conbat esscults and resupply missions con-
tributing imrensely to the success of the overell operstiocn.

Throughout the remainder of this periocd the 174th iviation Company
perticipated in mnumerous combat esseults among them POKFUNG I (Typhoon I)
and POKPUNG I~I in support of the Republic of Koreg Tiger Division Cevelry

Reginent.

VI. ASSIGNMENT TO 14th (VI.TION BATTALION

(24 May 1966 to 22 september 1966)

On 24 Msy 1966 the 174th .viation Company was placed under the op—
erationel control of the l4th jviation Bettalion and on 1 June 1966 com-
plete control was shifted from the 52nd .viation Batellion to the 14th
Aviation Bettalion.

The major combet operations were "PON GI4 66-7" (Lightning 66-7),

"MUGHQK 3", "PON GIA 66-9" end "POKPUNG 3" (Typhoon 3) ell conducted in

gupport of the Cepitol ROK Division. In addition many other operations

were conducted in support of the 22nd .RVN Division and the .mericen 10Olst
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Alrborne Division. IThe majority of the assaults were in the Phu Cet
nountains and the associated valleys. One of the major problems encount-
ered during this period was zircreft recciving ground fire in the ROK 1st
Reginent aree of operations. The exect locetion of the fire could not

be pinpointed to allow the gunships to fire upon the target.

Desparetely seeking a solution to the problem, euthorities decided
to "ambush" the Viet Cong gun position,

in avietor with two hand picked volunteers were girlifted into the
ereg where they set up an observation post. ifter two days of waiting
they were gble to spot the Viet Cong patrol getting into position.

When the next re-supply helicopter flew into the outpost, the Viet
Cong began to fire, 4rred helicopters, that had been orbiting out of
gaight by preerrengerent, were celled in by radio from the small obser=-
vation post. The armed '"Hucys" wore on the scene end annihilated the
Viet Cong patrol before they had a cheance to hide.

Subsequent resupply flights were conducted into the erea without
further enemy harsssrent.

Through the exchange of letters between Mejor Dick Overhamnm, platoon
leader of the 174th aviation Corpeny's gun platoon, and General Robert
Iee Scott, Jre., prst commander, China Jjir Task Force, permission wes
granted emthorizing the 174th gun platoon to use the famed shark-mouth of
General Cleire Chonnenlt's Flying Tigers (appendix V), Since that time
the gun plstoon has painted & sharks nouth on each gun ship and heg
becore well known throughout Vietnanm as the "Sherks's

On 8 august 1966 Mzjor Welter L. Peyre sssumed comnmend of the 174th
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Aviation Company from Major Robert M. Stuarte. Shortly thereafter on

21 September Major William C. Dalrymple assumed command from Major Pgymeo

VII. OPSRATION “MENG HO 6™

(23 september 1966 to 15 October 1966)

On 23 September 1966 the Tiger Division of the Republic of Korea
Army lasunched operation "MENG HO 6", The 174th 4viation Company suppor-
ted this operation with numerous combat assasulis and re~supply missions.
During the period 23% September to 30 September 1966 the 174th iviation
Campany flew 2,454 sorties in 505 total flying hours and expended over
54400 rounds of ammunition in conducting eighii ¢xrbat asssults in the
BFhu Cat mountains. Through the efforts of the 174th ivietion Company
the Tiger Division was eble to inflict a crippling blow in the Viet Cong
movement in the Phu Cet mounsains. The '"Valley of the Shadow," or the
'"Welley of Death" as it cgme .to be known, was, through the efforts of
the 174th iviation Corpany, free of commnist domination for the first
time in 20 years. Many corobat efforts by other units in the past failed
to open the Phu Cats. Only after "MENG HO 6" was this area really
opened, Over 2,000 weapons were ceptured and 1,200 Viet Cong killed
during "MENG HO 6",

Elenments of E210 By the Viet Cong Divisicn opposing the Koreans
were scattered and destroyed.

This was the largest operation to date that the 174th iviation
Compeny wes able to support. In apprecistion for the cutstending

support rendered by mermbers of the 174th aviation Company, the Con-
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mending Officer of the 26th Regiment Republic of Kores .rmy, Colonsl
Pek, presented key officers in the coupeny with = Viet Cong bettle
flag and = swagger stick comstructed fron g Chinese communist rifle
bayonet and & 50 celiber nachine gun shell., In addition; as a token
of sppreciation for his fine work in leading the combat assaults
during "MENG HO 6," Major Henry E. Schwarz, Commending Officer of the
lst flight pletoon, was_presented with a Chinese Communist Flag and a
letter of eppreciation from Msjor Generel Lieu, Cormanding Genersl of

the Capitol ROK Divisione.

VIII. OPERATIONS SUPPORTING THE 4th INF.NTRY DIVISION
AND THE 10lst AIRBORMNE BRIG.LIE

(16 October 1966 to 31 December 1966)

The 174th 4vietion Company continued its fine record of achieve--
ment throughout the remaining months of the year in many combet opers-
tions. The company supported operations of the 4th Infantry Division
and the 10lst iirborne Brigade at Tuy Hoese The pilots flew an sversge
of 10 - 12 hours per day neny tires eating only C rations so that
contimious support would be availeble,

In gddition the 174th aviation Company supported the Republic of
Koreg Tiger Division in operation "MENG HC 7' begining 11 Noverber and
ending 25 Noverber 1966. In this operation the Cavalry Regirent of
the Tiger Division was very successful in clearing the ares around Qui
Mhon of Viet Conge 4additional operatiqns throughout the period included
"BON GI4A 66-11" on 16 Iescober, "GHEON JIN 66-4% on 17 December, "POK
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PUNG 3" on 19 Deccliber, "POC ZUIG 5" on 22 Deceiber, '"'Eggle 5" on 23
December, "BON GI4 66~12" on 26 Decerbor and "GHEON JIN 66-5'" On 30
Decenber.

ALl of these operstions were successfule The 174th 4viation Company,
in addition to providing combat assault aircraft, contimally followed
up with resupply of all areas of cperations,

The 174th Aviation Company in addition to providing support in con-
vet action also contributed to civic acticnm as well. Ied by Major
Willien C. Delrymple, rembers of the conpany provided food, clothing end
toys for the children in orphanages and towns in the erca around Qui
Nhon, |

One of the company's grestest contributichs to the Vietnamese was
its hiring of indigenous persomnel. Through these efforts both the
company and the Vietnamese benefited. The compeny benefited by the
availebility of labor to build contonrent projects and the Vietnarese
bernefited noretarily. This in turn stirmlated the Vietnamese cconory
by keeping the unenmployement down.

Ghristnas in Vietnan found the avistors of the 174th .Jviaticn
Conpany once: sgain supporting the combet troops. There wercn't any
combet sssaults, but nany troops in the field got hot turkey through

the. helicopter support given by the 174th .Jviation Company.

The 174th .wiation Company completed o very successful yocar in

Vietnan. The aircraft flew 20.483 hours, 117,612 sorties, carried
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10,429 tons of cargo and transuorted 114,077 pessengers since its

entry into the Vietnan Conflict.

- )
HENRY E, SCHW.LRZ

Maj v
Unit Historien
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