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 ____________________________________________________________

This was a banner year for the 174th, as this was our largest attendance at a reunion to date.  This was due in large part to the efforts of Bernie Cobb’s work over the past few years on our historical database, and Al English tracking down a large number of the ’69 personnel after he attended his first reunion in 2009.  In less than a year, Al managed to locate 100+ 1969 folks, and nearly half attended -- and a good chunk of those were first-timers.  There were 99 members in attendance this year.  Counting spouses, family, and friends, we had a total of 165.

Chris and I arrived early Wednesday afternoon, and quite a few folks had already arrived and settled into the fellowship mode.  After checking in and hauling all the Secretary/Treasurer “stuff” to our room, I headed downstairs to the Hospitality Room to start organizing for bringing in “rations” Thursday morning, and to check with Delana Peterson, the Best Western Sales Manager, to get a headcount of how many had already checked in.  Delana and Ellen Bragg, General Manager of the Best Western Beachfront, along with the staff, have taken care of us like family in the past, and the “Red Carpet” treatment continued this year. Due to the number that had already arrived, the always dependable Ted Saunders and I went to the local Sam’s Club late Wednesday afternoon to bring in the beverages and snacks for the hospitality room before it got too busy.  Dale Parker had offered to help with his truck, as he always does, but things were moving fast by late afternoon, so we decided to bring things in before he could get off work.  By Thursday morning, the hospitality room was provisioned and ready to go, including kegs of Class VI on ice.

By mid-morning Thursday, there was a steady stream of 174th folks arriving and settling in.  There is always a pretty good group in the LZ by Thursday nights, but this year the arrivals started earlier in the day and the number was greater.  The reason for this larger and earlier influx was due to a lot of the ’69 folks.  Al English and Tom Taggart had organized a surprise cookout in honor of Jeff Goodin, Dolphin 6 (Mar-Sep 1969), who would be attending his first reunion.  The event was open to everyone that had already arrived, regardless of what year they served in the 174th.

Registration went smoothly, though fragmented due to the extra activities this year.  Jim Klaisner made a nice 174th board, made of wood, with each platoons patch for members to sign.  It had the unit logo and dates in country in contrasting colored wood.  This was located in the Hospitality Room, and will be on display at subsequent reunions until all members have had an opportunity to sign it.  Dennis and Betty Fisher provided a platter of fine Wisconsin cheeses and crackers in the hospitality room for attendees to sample at their leisure, and they were absolutely delightful.

Friday Evening Buffet and Reception

The lion’s share of registration was complete by the time the seafood buffet was ready to be served Friday evening.  The buffet opened at 6:00 PM, with the serving line set up in the hotel lobby.  As is our custom, folks had a choice of eating in the Hospitality Room, on the back deck, in the lobby area, or wherever else they chose to gather to eat and visit.  Attendance at this function totaled 160.

Saturday Morning Golf Tournament

The seventh annual “Black Sam” Kalagian Golf Tournament launched Saturday morning under the leadership of the 174th “Resident Pro,” Carl Muthersbaugh.  Carl has been the organizer/facilitator of this event each year for a number of years now, and its success and popularity among the 174th golfers can be credited directly to him.  His report of this year’s tournament follows.

Once again we had our Seventh Annual “Black Sam” Kalagian Golf Classic on Saturday, May 1, 2010.


On Friday most of the regular players had a practice round at the Fort Walton Beach Municipal Golf Club.
As we were finishing, the rain began to fall, and as we listened to the weather report for Saturday, it looked as if we might not be able to play, because Friday evening, several inches of rain fell, and  the course may be too wet for playing this years tournament.  As we went to breakfast Saturday morning in the hotel lobby, the weather didn't look good for playing golf. We made a call to the golf club and they said it was a go for our golf classic tournament, so we all loaded up and headed for the Fort Walton Beach Golf Club. 

We had nine players for this years tournament. Tom Reinshagen had to drop out because of a knee problem, but he was able to play the Friday practice round. We had one new player this year, James Cooney, who had the honor of playing on my team. The first team to start was Yogi Reaves, Bud Vann, Robert Shoe, and Al English.  The second team to play was David Brull, Gene Teague, Bill Handy, Carl Muthersbaugh, and James Cooney. I forgot to say that my friend Bill Handy was stationed with Captain Gene Teague and I at Hunter Army air Field, Savannah, Georgia, and this was his first time to play.  

Now for the news as we played the Oak Course. I believe that the tree surgeons will need to repair the ball strikes that my team put on their trees. We managed to hit one to two on every hole.  Fun we
did have, and that is what counts in playing the game of golf.  I did not get score cards this year, but did hear that Robert Shoe won some money off the other players on his team. All in all, everyone had a great time, and our team stopped by the Two Tree Restaurant and had a light lunch after finishing the tournament.

I hope that we can have as many or more for next years Eighth Annual “Black Sam” Kalagian Golf Classic.

Carl Muthersbaugh
Those that didn’t participate in the golf tournament spent Saturday visiting at the hotel, shopping, visiting area museums, or pursuing other self-directed activities in the local area.

Annual Business Meeting
In previous years, our business meeting was held in conjunction with our Saturday evening banquet.  This year, we separated our business meeting from our main social event, and the business meeting was conducted from 4:00 – 5:00 PM Saturday afternoon.

Saturday Evening Banquet
This year, our banquet was held at the recently rebuilt Soundside Club at Hurlburt Field from 5:30 – 9:00 PM.  Happy hour at the cash bar opened at 5:30, followed by President Heuer opening the banquet at 6:30 with an invocation, and Butch Elliott leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meal consisted of two entrees and a variety of sides, beverages and dessert, and everyone was well fed by the time we were ready for our annual Memorial Service.

The Memorial Service began at 7:30.  Jim and Char McDaniel, were not able to attend this year due to the arrival of their newest grandchild, so we had a substitute bag pipe player from Pensacola, Sam Varney.  Sam is the head of the bag pipe band at McGuire’s Irish Pub in Pensacola, and frequently plays for military ceremonies.  After piping the procession in to “Amazing Grace,” Mel Lutgren placed the folded flag in front of the “Flag of Honor” display.  Vice-President Henry Wifholm then read the names of our fallen members, including those that have Died After Tour.  Following Henry’s reading, Mel then read one of the poems he has written about our aircrews serving in Viet Nam.  To close our Memorial Service, Sam then piped the procession out to “Scotland the Brave.”

Next, we had the reading of a poem written by Catherine Haymore, Joseph B. Haymore’s wife.  Joe was in the 14th CAB S-3 in 1966 when the 174th was flying out of Lane Army Airfield, but flew on occasion as a door gunner with the Dolphins.  Catherine wrote the poem several years ago, and has previously read it at a VHPA Reunion, and her reading was well received by those in attendance.

President Heuer then offered his thanks to Al English for his efforts in tracking down and encouraging the turnout of our 1969 members.  Al then presented a framed limited edition print by our resident “Rembrandt” Ben Kennedy to Jeff Goodin. The print was signed on the border by the ’69 members that served in his command that were in attendance this year.  Jeff served as Dolphin 6 from March-September 1969 after Major Brown was killed as a result of the French “75” artillery attack that scored direct hits on the CO’s and Platoon Leader’s hootches on 11 March 1969.  The presentation was followed by comments from Bob Brown, Major Richard (Dick) Brown’s brother, and also a Viet Nam veteran (USMC).  Bob was attending as a guest this year to meet some of the folks that served with his brother.  He also provided us with information on Major Brown’s thoughts on the 174th that he had related to Bob before Dick was killed.

We then had the introduction of our first-time attendees.  First-timer Jeff Goodin offered some brief comments on what he had been finding out from other members about some of the “stuff” we had been up to in country while he was CO that he had never been aware of previously.  He commended us on being some of the most dedicated people he had ever served with, and at the end of his remarks, he invited all of us who served under him to meet him out in the hallway at the close of the banquet to receive our belated “Article 15’s” for our now known shenanigans.

Other first time attendees:  Harrold Simpson (66-67), Jim Cooney (67-68), Bob Buchanan (69), Tom “Doc” Langford (68-69), Ralph Bellllizzi (68-69), Mickey Burton (69-70), Jeff Zavales (69-70), Russel Lay (69-70), Bob Chipley (70-71), Joe Brandt (69-70), John Stoddard (69-70), Jack Bolan (66-68), Richard “Chick” Cichowski (68-69), Armand Vallee (69-70), Ken Grogan (68-69), Andy Anderson (69-70), Bill Loken (69-70), Jim Finefrock (69-70), Ken Parris (69-70), Russell “Papa San” Doersam (67-69), Jim Rich (69-70), Eric Constance (69-70), Chuck McNown (68-69), Bill Winans (69-70), Paul Huizenga (68-69), Wayne Clark (68-70), Dave Haugen (68-69), John “Beetle” Bailey (69-70), and Stan Coakley (69-70).  There may be other first-timers that I’ve missed since some were only able to attend the Thursday and Friday events, but these are the folks I was able to account for from the sign-in sheet at registration and those that introduced themselves at the banquet.

Following the introductions, we held our annual auction of member donated items.  The proceeds from this event are used to defray the administrative costs of running our Association during the year between reunions.  Items for auction this year ranged from handmade crafts, helicopter clocks, framed memorabilia, hats, towels, slick and Shark models, to Sam’s JP-4 and a case of “custom label” 174th AHC wine from Bill & Gretchen Loken’s “Pahrump Valley Winery” in Nevada.  V-P Henry Wifholm started the sale, but was later relieved by real life auctioneer in another life, Bob Buchanan.  The sale price for items ranged from $10.00 to $200.00, and by the time the dust settled, proceeds totaled $1,247.00 for the coming year’s administrative costs, and $147.00 for the Shark 157 Restoration project by the Wisconsin Military Museum in Madison, Wisconsin.

President Heuer then closed out our banquet activity and reminded everyone that the Hospitality Room would remain open for additional visiting and fellowship as long as folks wanted to participate.  Visiting did indeed continue until the wee hours, according to my second hand reports from some of the participants.  I headed for the hangar around midnight to stand down for a few hours, but quite a few “owl hoots” were still going strong when I was forced to break station.

Sunday Morning 

Early risers, and those that never made it to bed Saturday night, gathered for breakfast in the lobby for some last minute pre-departure visiting.  This continued until nearly noon while folks loaded up, checked out, and prepared to head back home.  Most everyone had launched by early afternoon, and those remaining were planning to stay an extra day or two to take advantage of other local area activities.

2011 Reunion

Our 2011 Reunion will be 29 Apr-1 May.  For those who were unable to attend, and all members attending this year, we look forward to seeing you at our 2011 gathering next spring.  The reunion notice and registration information will be posted on the 174th list server and on our webpage at www.174ahc.org by the fist week in February 2011.  Non-online members will receive notification by mail a couple of days later.  Until then, everyone stay healthy and safe.
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